










Tools and Science to Support 

Sustainable Groundwater 

Management

A Panel Discussion at the 8th Annual California Water Data Summit | Sept. 7, 2023

Panel Moderator Tara Moran, California Water Data Consortium

Panel Speakers

● Kristin Sicke, Yolo County FC&WCD & Yolo Subbasin Groundwater Agency

● Meredith Goebel, Stanford University

● Daniel Mountjoy, Sustainable Conservation

● Mike Myatt, Environmental Defense Fund



What is the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act?  

Statewide legislation regulating groundwater extraction and use in California

Requires the: 

● Formation of local agencies (GSAs) 

to develop and implement plans 

● Development and implementation to 

achieve groundwater sustainability

Marks an historic transition:

● From largely unregulated to regulated 

resource 

● In understanding basin condition
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Achieving Groundwater Sustainability

Groundwater system

Recharge
● Natural 

● Managed
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Yolo County Flood Control & Water Conservation District











GRAT
Groundwater Recharge Assessment Tool

1. Where is recharge best done? When?

2. How much surface water can we capture?

3. What would it cost?

4. How much of our groundwater overdraft can be 
addressed by increasing recharge?



Data needed to determine recharge suitability and capacity

Recharge Suitability Conveyance Capacity Land Use Compatibility
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Select Sites: Recharge Quantities and Costs



Where and when you recharge matters!

DACs GW Storage

GDEs & Stream Subsidence



Multiple Benefits Reliable Data Engagement Guidance

EDF Climate Resilient Water Systems

Policy



Platform Vision

The Groundwater Accounting 
Platform is an accessible open-source 
water accounting platform that 
integrates data from a variety of 
sources and effectively communicates 
this information to support local, 
regional, and state water 
management decisions.
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Background
• Initially developed in 2018 by EDF 

and Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water 
Storage District

• Built for ease of use with direct input 
from water managers and farmers

• The current Platform is:
• An accounting tool

• Tracks annual water 
allocations and water usage in 
near real time

• A water budgeting tool
• And it can do more!





Platform Partners



https://groundwateraccounting.org
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